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 I would like to begin by thanking our President Abigail Simone and our Vice-

President Ryan Sellers for their kind invitation for me to speak, and our Secretary-

Treasurer Chris Craig for sending me 41 years of Tennessee Classical Association 

meeting minutes to use in preparing this. 

 The organizational meeting for what would become the Tennessee Classical 

Association took place forty-one years ago on Friday October 28, 1977 at the Music 

City Rodeway Inn, no doubt every bit as lovely as our current surroundings.  There 

were 29 in attendance, and you see their names on the screen now (2).  Let's figure 

out which of them are in this room today.   There was discussion of gathering 

names of Latin teachers in Tennessee, done in those days by contacting schools on 

a device known as a telephone.  There was discussion of the need for classicists on 

the TFLTA Board, then only in its seventh year of existence.  Harry Rutledge of UT-

Knoxville (3) was elected the TCA chairman by a unanimous vote; he had just 

finished a two-year term as TFLTA President.  Carter Philips of Vanderbilt was 

elected secretary-treasurer also by a unanimous vote.  Dues were set at $3.00 

annually.  At the conclusion of that first organizational meeting, the minutes reflect 

that the attendees enjoyed some sherry before dinner.  When did THAT tradition go 

away?  We should look into bringing that back. 

 (4) In 1978 the group met at the Opryland Hotel, where there were 46 in 

attendance for the first official meeting of the Tennessee Classical Association.  

Harry presented a travelogue about the Bay of Naples and the Vergilian Society and 

plans for the 1900th anniversary of the famous eruption of Vesuvius the following 

summer.  The members then elected David Sigsbee of Memphis State University to 

be the chairman for the coming year.  I took these photos of David in 1992 at our 

summer institute for Latin teachers at UT-Knoxville.  His shirt says "flow charts" in 

Latin on the front and had a flow chart on the back. 

 (5) In 1979 the meeting was held at the Hyatt Regency in Knoxville with 27 

in attendance, and here is a list of their names.  A Constitution and By-Laws were 

discussed and adopted at this meeting, and there was discussion of how to help UT 

host the National JCL Convention the following summer.  This was the year that 

Latin teacher Juanita Ward of John Overton High School was named the TFLTA 

Teacher of the Year. 

 (6) In 1980 the meeting returned to Nashville, to the Executive Inn, for a 

meeting that began at 9:25 pm for some reason.  That was the first year in which our 

organization gave the Distinguished Latin Teaching Award, and it went to Grady 

Warren of Clarksville, pictured here with his wife Kaye. Grady was my Latin teacher 

beginning in that same year, and he taught a few others in this room as well.  The 

new officers for the coming year were President (note the name change) Carter 

Philips, Vice-President Evelyn Mills of Memphis, and Ed Gaffney of Montgomery 

Bell Academy as Secretary-Treasurer. 
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 (7) In 1981 the group met at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis with 34 in 

attendance.  No mention of the ducks in the fountain appears in the minutes for that 

year.  The teaching award that year went to Marilyn Reinhardt of Memphis, pictured 

here with her son John on a trip to Rome not long ago. 

 (8) It was back to Nashville for the 1982 meeting at the Executive Inn, with 

31 in attendance.  The minutes mention a spirited discussion of raising the 

membership dues, though it did not lead to an increase.  For the first time the name 

Susan Martin appears in the minutes.  The TCA teaching award that year went to Ed 

Gaffney. Here is a representation of him that I found on his Facebook page.  What's 

the story here, Ed? 

The officers chosen that year were President Jim Shelton of UTK, Linda Hall of 

Farragut as Vice-President, and Ed continued as Secretary-Treasurer. 

 (9) In 1983 a group of 43 gathered at the Executive Inn for the annual meeting.  

The teaching award went to Charlotte Goss of Knoxville, pictured here. Charles 

Binnicker of Sewanee was elected as President.  The name Christopher Craig 

appears for the first time in the minutes, and it will not surprise you to hear that he 

was mentioned as having promoted UT Latin Day.  This was also the year that Ed 

Gaffney was the TFLTA Teacher of the Year. 

 (10) Big Brother watched over the 1984 meeting at the Maxwell House Hotel 

in Nashville, in conjunction with the meeting of the Southern Section of CAMWS.  

A special resolution of remembrance was read in honor of Ned Nabers of Vanderbilt 

who had passed away earlier that year.  New names appearing in the minutes that 

year included Cheryl Cox of Memphis, Bill Bonds of Sewanee, and Barbara 

Tsakirgis of Nashville.  The teaching award that year went to Phoebe Drews of 

Harpeth Hall, who does not currently exist on the internet for some reason.  The slate 

of officers was retained by unanimous acclamation (a phrase that appears quite often 

in the minutes over these past forty years). 

 (11) The group enjoyed the Maxwell House so much that year that they 

returned there in 1985. A moment of silence was held in memory of Gertrude Smith 

Greenwood, a founding member of TCA who had passed away earlier in the year.  

The Latin teaching award that year went to Virginia Baird, then of Dobyns-Bennett 

High School in Kingsport, pictured here.  Congratulations were also extended to 

Thelma Gaines of Kingsport as TFLTA Teacher of the Year.  Chris Craig was 

elected TCA President for the coming year.  Here is the shirt we made for Chris from 

that summer institute several years later; on the back it read "with gun and camera" 

in Latin -- a phrase he used often that week.  Cheryl Cox rounded out the 1985 

meeting with a talk about the slander of women in ancient Athens; the minutes do 

not reflect whether the word "of" in the title "slander OF women" was an objective 

genitive or a subjective genitive. 

 (12) The 1986 meeting took place at Miss Daisy's Tea Room in Nashville, 
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with over sixty in attendance, perhaps due to the venue. New names appearing in the 

minutes that year were Laura Lindsey of Sevierville and Tom McGinn of Vanderbilt.  

The teaching award that year went to Betty Jo Higgs of Memphis University School, 

who I believe was the first woman on the MUS faculty.  This is a portrait of her that 

is displayed at MUS.  Also, the dues skyrocketed to $5.00 per person, where they 

remain to this very day, 32 years later. 

 (13) The 1987 meeting was held once again at Miss Daisy's, with 48 in 

attendance.  Accolades were given to Joyce Ward, who served as TFLTA President 

that year.  She is pictured there on the right.  The teaching award was given to Kaye 

Warren of Clarksville, pictured here on the left.  The newly elected President of TCA 

was Ed Gaffney, with Kitty Pettit as Vice-President and Bill Race continuing as 

secretary-treasurer.  The dinner talk by Bill Bonds was titled "Why Study Statius?", 

and all in attendance were invited to follow Carter and Linda Philips home for a 

drink, perhaps before going out to purchase a fresh copy of the Thebaid. 

 There was no 1988 meeting of the Tennessee Classical Association (14), since 

the TFLTA Conference that year was moved to April of 1989 in conjunction with 

the Central States Conference in Nashville (15).  The April 1989 TCA meeting was 

held in the Parthenon, with a record-setting 74 in attendance.  The teaching award 

went to Joyce Ward, and additional accolades were given to many in attendance who 

contributed financially to bring the dinner meeting to the Parthenon.  New names 

appearing in the minutes that year were David Tandy, Barbara Hardin, and Connie 

Dickerson.   

 (16) The second 1989 meeting, held in October that year, was at the Hyatt 

Regency in Knoxville during the TFTLA Conference.  There were 35 in attendance 

who congratulated the winner of that year's teaching award, Wayne Duff of 

Memphis.  This is a photo of Wayne playing the organ at my wedding to Laura a 

few years later.  New officers chosen for the coming year were Cheryl Cox and Joyce 

Ward. 

 (17) The Opryland Hotel was the site of the 1990 meeting.  Both of the TFLTA 

awards that year went to classicists:  Carter Philips won the Jacqueline Eliott Award, 

and Dawn LaFon (pictured at the top) won the TFLTA Teacher of the Year award.  

Congratulations were also given to Harry Rutledge who had just been elected 

President of the American Classical League.  The TCA Distinguished Latin 

Teaching Award that year went to Kitty Pettit of Knoxville, pictured here on the 

right with Joyce, probably at a JCL function.   

 (18) The 1991 meeting was held at the Nashville Marriott by the airport, with 

33 in attendance.  It was to become our meeting location for a long time. This was 

the first year that the minutes mention a $100 donation to the National Committee 

for Latin and Greek (that is their website there).  New officers chosen that year were 

President David Tandy (pictured here) and Vice-President Barbara Hardin.  This is 
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David's faculty photo from the University of Leeds in England; is he still there?  The 

teaching award that year went to Janet Colbert of Knoxville, also pictured here.  I 

pause here to tell you that two years after this, I ran into Janet by complete accident 

in Piazza Venezia in Rome; neither of us knew the other was in Rome that summer.  

Mundus parvus est. 

 (19) Back to the Nashville Marriott we went in 1992.  Those in attendance 

enthusiastically signed a petition for Nashville Mayor Phil Bredesen to push for 

funding to restore the exterior of the Nashville Parthenon.  Remember that at the 

ballot box next Tuesday!  The names of Susan Neas and Eddie Long appear for the 

first time in the minutes.  The teaching award went to Nancy Howell of Nashville, a 

founding member of the TCA. This picture of Nancy from that year shows her with 

one of her students who had just received the very first National JCL Latin Honor 

Society scholarship.   

 (20) Forty-nine of us returned to the Nashville Marriott in 1993.  The minutes 

that year first mention a donation to the Joint National Committee for Languages in 

Washington.  Ed Gaffney urged attendees to donate to TCA in planning for the 1996 

CAMWS Southern Section meeting in Nashville, in the hopes of hosting a reception 

at the Parthenon -- a plan he called "The Athena Lay-Away Plan".  The teaching 

award went to Alice Sanford of Nashville, who was reported in the minutes to have 

accepted the award speechlessly.  On the right are Alice and Harry at the JCL 

Convention in Knoxville the following year.  On the left is Alice with former student 

and now Latin teacher Trey Suddarth from earlier this year, and he has just given 

her a hat that says "Make Rome Great Again".  Harry was the TFLTA Jacqueline 

Elliott award winner that year.  New officers for the coming year were President Ed 

Gaffney and Vice-President Janet Colbert. 

 (21) Again at the Marriott in 1994 we gathered, 43 strong.  Congratulations 

were given to Janet as the TFLTA Teacher of the Year and to Anne Christeson 

(pictured here) as the TCA award winner.  Bill Bonds was thanked for nine years of 

service as editor of our newsletter.  Taking over as President and Vice-President for 

the next year were Janet Colbert and Nancy Howell. 

 (22) In 1995 we presented a plaque to Harry Rutledge to celebrate his 

retirement from teaching.  We also gave thanks to Dawn LaFon for her capable 

leadership as TFLTA President that year.  The teaching award went to Barbara 

Hardin of Germantown, pictured here.  David Tandy took over as Secretary-

Treasurer that year after being nominated from the floor -- a rare event in the annals 

of TCA.   

 (23) In 1996 Dawn was chosen as the TCA Teacher of the Year, and Susan 

Martin (pictured here) was elected TCA President.  David's secretarial notes for that 

year referred to us banquet attendees as deipnosophists -- a word which he used again 

in the TCA minutes on more than one occasion in future years. 
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 (24) In 1997 we took a brief detour to the Opryland Hotel to meet in 

conjunction with the ACTFL Conference taking place there.  Congratulations were 

given to Alice Sanford as TFLTA President, to Judy Haynes of Nashville as TFLTA 

Teacher of the Year, to Chris Craig (pictured here) as the Jacqueline Elliott Award 

recipient for that year, and to Laura Long, the TCA Teacher of the Year, here 

hugging her former professor Chris.  The banquet talk that year was given by ACL 

President Glenn Knudsvig, who, sadly, passed away the following summer in a 

watercraft accident in Florida. 

 (25) In 1998 we were back at the airport Marriott, where we enjoyed another 

clean sweep of the TFLTA awards.  David Sigsbee was the Jacqueline Elliott winner 

and Joyce Ward was the TFLTA Teacher of the Year.  We honored Jean Quick of 

Nashville (pictured here) with the TCA Distinguished Teaching Award.  Yours truly 

was elected to a two-year term as President at that same meeting. 

 (26) The next year we partied like it was 1999, because it was 1999, once 

again at the Marriott.  We congratulated Alice for being named the TFLTA Teacher 

of the Year that year and Anderson Gaither of Montgomery Bell Academy as the 

TCA Teacher of the Year, pictured here with colleague Anne Christeson about 

whom you heard earlier.  I just love the internet.  Jean Quick gave a touching tribute 

to Virginia Chaney, a founding member of TCA who passed away that year after a 

long career at Belmont University. 

 (27) We met twice in 2000, both at CAMWS in Knoxville in the spring and 

at TFLTA in November in Nashville.  We honored Judy Eastwood of Webb School 

as the TCA Teacher of the Year, pictured here with her husband and grandkids from 

a few years ago. Sharon Fischbach of Knoxville (also pictured here) was elected to 

an eventual three-year term as TCA President. 

 (28)  In the minutes for 2001 the name Abby Braddock first appears; I believe 

she and Chris co-presented that year about Ovid being a smart-aleck.  The minutes 

for 2001 reflect without explanation that Chris Craig was unable to speak (mirabile 

dictu), and so Judy Eastwood announced that I had been chosen as TCA's Teacher 

of the Year for that year. 

 (29) In 2002 we enjoyed a great TFLTA Conference under the leadership of 

President Susan Martin.  Susan also gave the dinner talk that year about wine, though 

she didn't bring any for us to sample, as I recall.  Jo Ann Haughton of White Station 

High School was our TCA Teacher of the Year, and she is pictured here just a few 

weeks ago when she and her husband met Fox News personality Steve Doocy. 

 (30) In 2003 we moved here to the Cool Springs Marriott, where we honored 

Carole Hagan of Harpeth Hall as our teacher of the year.  I couldn't find a good photo 

of her, so enjoy the Harpeth Hall logo and let's see if we can translate the Latin on 

there. 

 (31) In 2004 we honored Sharon Fischbach as our Teacher of the Year while 
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meeting at midday for a luncheon, rather than for an evening meal -- a tradition that 

continues to this day.  Barbara Tsakirgis (pictured here) gave the luncheon talk that 

year on ancient art and its use of paint -- a subject which has been in the news again 

very recently. 

 (32) In 2005 we honored Steve Tackett of Briarcrest Christian School in 

Memphis as our Teacher of the Year, pictured here a couple of summers ago on a 

school trip to France.  We also elected Alice to be our TCA President for the next 

two years. 

 (33) In 2006 we gathered at Rhodes College in Memphis in conjunction with 

the meeting of the Southern Section of CAMWS.  There we honored Marla Neal of 

Girls Preparatory School in Chattanooga as our teacher of the year.  Pictured here, 

she passed away just a couple of months ago.  In 2006 we lost a number of classicists 

who were remembered at the meeting that year:  Barbara Hardin, Wayne Duff, Lloyd 

Stow, Charles Binnicker, Lisa Beasley, and Harry Rutledge. 

 (34) In 2007 the names Ryan Sellers and Sandy Hughes appear for the first 

time in the minutes.  We honored Maria Marable (pictured here) as our Teacher of 

the Year, though this is not how she was dressed that day.  We also elected Steve 

Tackett as our President for a two-year term.  The minutes reflect that outsiders 

stormed our luncheon room that year, insisting that our time was up.  We do love to 

spend time together, don't we. 

 (35) In 2008 we selected Bonnie Tinsley of Siegel High School in 

Murfreesboro as our Teacher of the Year.  Bonnie is now an author and adjunct 

instructor at MTSU.  Tim Winters of Austin Peay State University gave the luncheon 

talk that year about the island of Salamis.  The TFLTA Teacher of the Year award 

did not go to a classicist that year, but it was renamed in honor of our former 

colleague Joyce Ward who had died a couple of months prior to the conference. 

 (36) In 2009 we honored Jason Nabors, then of Riverdale High School in 

Murfreesboro, as our teacher of the year.  This is him, five years later, dressed as 

Mr. Potato Head for Halloween with his wife as Mrs. Potato Head.  Who says we 

don't know how to have fun?  We also elected my former Latin student Diana 

Tomayko to a two-year term as our President. 

 (37) Our 2010 honoree was Ryan Sellers of Memphis University School, 

pictured here with two of his students wearing a shirt with his likeness on the back.  

The minutes for that year reflect that when Ryan's name was announced, there was 

(quote) lusty and long applause (end quote).  I'll let you interpret David Tandy's 

comment on that for yourself. 

 (38) In 2011 we honored Abigail Braddock, now Simone, seen here getting 

her hair done before the luncheon, perhaps.  In the minutes for that year new TCA 

Secretary Chris Craig reported that "lusty and long applause" ensued once again.  

Diana also handed over, as the minutes noted, her metaphorical gavel to new 
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President, Peggy Ross, also pictured here. 

 (39) In 2012 we honored Diana Tomayko of Brentwood High School as our 

teacher of the year, pictured here with her husband and son.  That was also the year 

that Chris Craig stepped down as chair of the selection committee for our annual 

teaching award -- a post he had very capably held for sixteen years. 

 (40) In 2013 our teacher of the year was Susan Neas Hankins of Greeneville 

High School.  This is the profile picture on her faculty webpage; I'm not sure which 

one she is, but I feel like this is not really her for some reason.  The award that year 

was presented via Skype, since it was only the third time in 27 years that Susan had 

missed a TCA meeting.  This was also the year that TCA added a Facebook page, so 

join it if you haven't already. 

 (41) In 2014 our teacher of the year was Sandy Hughes of Bearden High 

School, pictured here on the river in Knoxville this summer with his dog Jack.  We 

also elected Maria Marable as TCA President at that meeting. 

 (42) In 2015 we honored Sarah Ellery of Montgomery Bell Academy as our 

teacher of the year.  She is pictured here with Beto O'Rourke who is running against 

Ted Cruz for senator from Texas in next week's election.  She is down in her native 

Texas this very day, campaigning for Beto. 

 (43) In 2016 we congratulated Dan Solomon of Vanderbilt (pictured here two 

years ago wearing a Greece shirt at Machu Picchu) on receiving TFTLA's Jacqueline 

Elliott Award -- the first time in 13 years that a classicist had received the award.  

We also congratulated Jeopardy alumnus Tim Russell of Hume-Fogg High School 

(also pictured here) for being our TCA Teacher of the Year.  And we elected Abigail 

Simone as our President. 

 (44) And finally, last year, we met at Montgomery Bell Academy at the 

invitation of Sarah Ellery, as a means of enjoying more fellowship (and perhaps at a 

reduced cost) than we would have, had we met at the Music City Center with the 

ACTFL conference.  We congratulated our teacher of the year, Reagan Ryder of 

Memphis (pictured here).  We also congratulated our friend Susan Martin on her 

then upcoming retirement from UT with the presentation of a laurel (pin) and a toast 

with real champagne. 

 And there you have it, forty-one years of Tennessee Classical Association 

history, from sherry to champagne.  I thank you for your kind attention and I 

encourage your continued embrace of this organization and the friendships we have 

made over these forty-one years. 


